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Anbsssador Hann held diacuuiqm -with Foreign MNinister
ello in Jemuary end- February on ihe Chamizal prodlem and

of Februsyy to participate in these disoussions. Arbassador
Heon and the Foreign Minister agresd.informally on the line |
along which the bmqary ‘would be relocated subjoct te further
consultations with eomunity leeders in EL Peso. The Hexicen

. President-hab' ‘8186 approved. ~:The Ambéssader spent the week:

of Pebroary 1822 in Texas talking t¢ community leaders in.. -
El Paso and:to’ the Governor ©f Texss and other state officials:
Department officers have consilted with the Vice President!'s
citice, Senators Horse, Yarborough and Tewer, and Conmressman
ICTre an.

The T Pago City Council, the Ceunly Scerd c¢f Ccnissicn-
ers, the El Paso Chamber of Comerce &nd othor civie ,xeups
have eppreved the reccmmended sclution. The Governcr of
Texas alsc epproves. (ur estimate is that the recermenced
soluticn weuld have the suppert of mest inﬂLpn‘ia secters
in El Pasc. There is opposition from residenta ci tie
Cheaigal zonz whe are uncertain of their future an: thelir
ability tc re-establish thanselves elsewhere il they roceive
cnly the warket velue of their preseni nelaines.
tenement dwellinys ano in Lrial ane coummerciad
whe wauld be wovea cubt ce&n also be censicerew ac Cpprsad.
- There i& a third grcup which cpposes undor the slogan cr
“Den't give up one inch of sacrod Toras scil". This thir®
proup would like a "plebiscite! in the zone alfienices (7 widiia
require approval of the Texas State Lezislatwre. Sveh
procedures would poge & problem which at first -:lence woule

be
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"&nd instructed his respective Foreign Off
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be unaccepLably 4o the Pedéral, Governaint, “The Legel Adviser:.
of the Department is ‘preparing a ‘memcfmqaqi on’ the Precedents.

Two problens.have ‘@erzed in our efforts to ‘work out ‘the
details of & settlement, .now that we Beem to have agreed on a
new boundary lines . -~ - - . T o

1+ Wo havo w Gllair shich wo have ot sierted for san’
fifty yesrs. to the northern half'of Cordova Islard. - Meadeo’ -

~ wants to state in a propesed Jolint report which would aske ..

recarmendations for final solution of the problem that.Cordova.
Island is Mexican territory. " Wwo do _'not wnnt to ngc'apg ‘the -

. Wo_mre prepaiad to'drap the &lain once-& convention-is nti*
~ fiod Ly both ‘countries; but until thay time we want-our' clatn: R
. praserved.. We are hopeful - that we #an work “vut Lenguige :- -
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-in the report which would do that.

2. In prelisinary discussicns last year the Hexicen Ferei-m
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§Ler atrcod that llexdes would reidburse Wie United States
for all structures which are psssed tc Mexdico intact 1n the’
Chamizal and which we acquire by purchase or condemnation.
Maxico is entitled free of charge ouly to the lind on which .
those structures gtand. ‘The Mexicans awukened this week to '
the fact that this will run into several million dollars. -
They are concermed that the figure mey look so big to the,
Mexican public that the Mexican Govermuent will be accused
of buying the Chamizal. The Mexdican Foreign Office iz now
censicering how it can handle this Freblas.,

At the present tine we have agreed with the Mevicans that
the two Foreign Uffices would Prepare a joint report (a workxing
draft of which is enclcsed) containing recommendations for a
soluticn. This report would be released Simultanecusly with
bress staterents bty each Presicent (the first draft of proposed
statements 1s also encloseg) that he has approved the report
dce to proceed with )
negotiations of a convention. The. conventicn would be sube
mitted to the Senates of the respective countries for approval.
The Hexdcan Foreign Office is presently of the view that we
have to work ocut point 2 above before we can proceed on the -
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